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IQWURdXcWiRQ 
AmbaVVadRU BXUQV haV SeUhaSV beeQ Whe mRVW YRcal SURSRQeQW Rf AmeUica¶V caSaciW\ fRU diSlRmac\ aQd 
haV cRQWiQXall\ called fRU ³AmeUicaQ leadeUVhiS WhURXgh diSlRmac\.´ IQ a UeceQW aUWicle fRU HaUYaUd 
Maga]iQe, he diVcXVVed hRZ diSlRmac\ haV QeYeU beeQ mRUe imSRUWaQW aV Whe U.S. cRQfURQWV Whe WZR mRVW 
VeUiRXV cUiVeV ViQce Whe SecRQd WRUld WaU: Whe glRbal SaQdemic aQd ecRQRmic cRllaSVe.  IQ Whe VhRUW Wime 1

ViQce Whe SXblicaWiRQ Rf WhaW aUWicle jXVW WZR mRQWhV agR, a WhiUd cUiViV haV emeUged aQd WhaW iV iQ 
U.S.-ChiQa UelaWiRQV. 
 
AV UelaWiRQV beWZeeQ Whe U.S. aQd ChiQa SlXQge WR VeemiQgl\ QeZ lRZV eYeU\ da\²aV mRVW QRWiceabl\ 
highlighWed b\ Whe WiW-fRU-WaW cRQVXlaU clRVXUeV iQ HRXVWRQ aQd CheQgdX²cRmSeWiWiRQ iV iQWeQVif\iQg 
acURVV all dRmaiQV Rf Whe bilaWeUal UelaWiRQVhiS. RiViQg WeQViRQV iQ Whe SRXWh ChiQa Sea aQd TaiZaQ SWUaiW, 
HRQg KRQg, XiQjiaQg, cRYid-19, HXaZei, VaQcWiRQV aQd baQV RQ eYeU\WhiQg fURm high-leYel RfficialV WR 
VRcial media aSSV WR UeSRUWeUV haYe all beeQ SRiQWV Rf cRQWeQWiRQ. SR, WhXV, Ze fiQd RXUVelYeV iQ a 
daQgeURXV, dRZQZaUd VSiUal, ZheUe bRWh cRXQWUieV aUe iQcUeaViQgl\ WakiQg acWiRQV WR SXQiVh Whe RWheU iQ 
Whe Qame Rf UeciSURciW\, dUiYiQg decRXSliQg, bUeakiQg dRZQ mXch-Qeeded dialRgXe, aQd SRWeQWiall\ 
caXViQg iUUeWUieYable damage WR Whe bilaWeUal UelaWiRQVhiS fRU decadeV WR cRme. 
 
IW¶V alVR SaUamRXQW WR UecRgQi]e WhaW maQ\ Rf Whe Vame fighWV Whe U.S. aQd ChiQa aUe eQgaged iQ, aUe alVR 
haSSeQiQg iQ SaUallel iQ caSiWalV all aURXQd Whe ZRUld. A UeceQW iQWeUQal UeSRUW b\ gRYeUQmeQW-affiliaWed 
ChiQeVe WhiQk WaQk CICIR ZaUQed ChiQeVe leadeUVhiS WhaW glRbal aQWi-ChiQeVe VeQWimeQW iV aW iWV higheVW 
ViQce 1989.  2

 
U.S. SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe Mike PRmSeR¶V meeWiQg ZiWh WRS ChiQeVe diSlRmaW YaQg Jiechi iQ mid-JXQe ZaV a 
V\mbRlic meaVXUe WR UecWif\ WhiQgV, bXW ZaV haUdl\ a geQXiQe effRUW WR SXW a flRRU RQ UaSid deWeUiRUaWiRQ. 
IQVWead, ChiQeVe aQd AmeUicaQ diSlRmaWV all aURXQd Whe ZRUld, QR maWWeU WheiU UaQk, Qeed WR be 
aSSURSUiaWel\ iQfRUmed abRXW Whe RWheU WR haYe effecWiYe dialRgXeV aQd QegRWiaWiRQV WR UeSaiU Whe bilaWeUal 
UelaWiRQVhiS ZheUe SRVVible aQd ZheQ SRVVible. ThiV SURjecW iV a beWa aWWemSW WR bXild a UeVRXUce fRU Whe 
U.S. Vide WR beWWeU XQdeUVWaQd WheiU ChiQeVe cRXQWeUSaUWV (ChiQeVe ambaVVadRUV)²ZhR Whe\ aUe, WheiU 
caUeeU hiVWRUieV, aQd WheiU diSlRmaWic QeWZRUkV. 
 
TheUe aUe fRXU diVWiQcW iQWeUacWiYe cRmSRQeQWV. SiWe 1 iV Whe maiQ ViWe. SiWe 2 allRZV YieZeUV WR Vee Whe 
eQWiUe diSlRmaWic QeWZRUk iQ fXll YieZ. SiWeV 3 aQd 4 caQ be acceVVed fURm ZiWhiQ SiWe 1, RU diUecWl\. 
 
 

 
  

1 NichRlaV BXUQV, ³The IQdiVSeQVable PRZeU,´ HaUYaUd Maga]iQe, JXQe 8, 2020, 
hWWSV://ZZZ.haUYaUdmaga]iQe.cRm/2020/07/feaWXUeV-fRUXm-iQdiVSeQVable-SRZeU. 

2 ³E[clXViYe: IQWeUQal ChiQeVe ReSRUW WaUQV BeijiQg FaceV TiaQaQmeQ-like GlRbal BacklaVh RYeU ViUXV,´ Reuters, 
Ma\ 4, 2020, 
hWWSV://ZZZ.UeXWeUV.cRm/aUWicle/XV-healWh-cRURQaYiUXV-chiQa-VeQWimeQW-e[-idUSKBN22G19C. 

2 

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?w6M5fF
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?w6M5fF
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?hXMGnc
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?hXMGnc
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?hXMGnc
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?hXMGnc
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?hXMGnc


 

1. MaLQ VLWe: MRKQaQdUeZfeUgXVRQ.cRP/aPbaVVadRUV 
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http://johnandrewferguson.com/ambassadors


 

2. 3D VRcLaO QeWZRUN Rf RYeUVeaV SRVWLQgV ZLWKRXW fLOWeULQg:  
johnandreZferguson.com/ambassadors/foreign_oYerlap_netZork.html 

This Zas the first iteration of the 3D social netZork, Zhich displa\s all diplomatic oYerlaps in oYerseas postings. This netZork is included for 
displa\ clarit\ of the entire structure, Zhere all members of the netZork can be YieZed. 
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http://www.johnandrewferguson.com/ambassadors/foreign_overlap_network.html


 

3. 3D VRcLaO QeWZRUN Rf RYeUVeaV SRVWLQgV ZLWK fLOWeULQg: 
johnandreZferguson.com/ambassadors/ambassador_netZork.html 

This subsequent iteration of the 3D social netZork lets users filter and search for different ambassadors, then highlights that ambassador together 
Zith onl\ his/her personal connections Yisible. Other ambassadors Zith no common shared Zork histor\ are gra\ed out. 
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http://www.johnandrewferguson.com/ambassadors/ambassador_network.html


4. OYeUVeaV SRVWiQgV WabXlaU VeaUch: 
jRhQaQdUeZfeUgXVRQ.cRm/ambaVVadRUV/ambaVVadRUV_Wable_RYeUlaSV.aVS  

While Whe 3D VRcial QeWZRUk caQ SURYide helSfXl YiVXalV WR cRQWe[WXali]e Whe laUgeU WhemeV aQd SaWWeUQV 
amRQg all Rf ChiQa¶V ambaVVadRUV, WhiV WabXlaU fRUmaW iV mRUe XVefXl iQ allRZiQg XVeUV WR lRcaWe VSecific 
deWailV aQd fiQd Whe e[acW cRmmRQ RYeUlaS amRQg Whe 2,495 RYeUlaS SeUiRdV WhaW e[iVW. 
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http://www.johnandrewferguson.com/ambassadors/ambassadors_table_overlaps.asp


The WRRlV aQd iQWeUacWiYe YiVXali]aWiRQV deVigQed ma\ be helSfXl iQ aQVZeUiQg a QXmbeU Rf TXeVWiRQV 
(fURm baVic WR mRVW cRmSle[) iQclXdiQg: 

- WhaW iV a VSecific ambaVVadRU¶V ZRUk hiVWRU\ (dRmeVWicall\ iQ ChiQa aQd RYeUVeaV)? 
- WhaW acWiYe ambaVVadRUV haYe VeUYed iQ a VSecific cRXQWU\? 
- WhaW acWiYe ambaVVadRUV haYe RYeUlaSSed iQ WheiU RYeUVeaV VeUYice b\ aW leaVW RQe \eaU? 
- WhaW SaWWeUQV caQ be RbVeUYed iQ Whe RYeUlaS Rf RYeUVeaV VeUYice? 
- WhR aUe Whe mRUe VeaVRQed/e[SeUieQced ambaVVadRUV? WhR aUe Whe leVV e[SeUieQced ChiQeVe 

ambaVVadRUV? 
- WhR aUe Whe SRWeQWial UiViQg VWaUV amRQg ChiQa¶V ambaVVadRUV ZhR Zill cRmmaQd VigQificaQW 

diSlRmaWic SRVWiQgV iQ Whe fXWXUe? IV aQ\RQe beiQg cXlWiYaWed fRU higheU leadeUVhiS? 
 
UVe CaVeV 

1. OQe e[amSle XVe caVe iV Whe abiliW\ WR TXickl\ UeceiYe aQ XSdaWe RQ ChiQeVe diSlRmaWic acWiYiW\ iQ 
a VSecific UegiRQ b\ VcURlliQg WhURXgh Whe mRVW UeceQW WZeeWV Rf Whe ambaVVadRUV iQ a giYeQ UegiRQ 
ZiWhRXW leaYiQg Whe V\VWem. ThiV allRZV XVeUV WR VWill UelaWe all Whe caUWRgUaShic iQfRUmaWiRQ aQd 
ma[imi]e Whe YiVXal effecWV Rf Whe maS. FRU e[amSle, if RQe¶V aUea Rf fRcXV ZaV Whe Middle EaVW, 
VRmeRQe cRXld TXickl\ click WhURXgh each cRXQWU\ iQ Whe UegiRQ aQd geW Whe laWeVW XSdaWeV fURm 
each ambaVVadRU / embaVV\ TZiWWeU feed ZiWhRXW haYiQg WR QaYigaWe aQd fiQd each Sage 
VeSaUaWel\. 

 
2. AQRWheU XVe caVe iV Whe abiliW\ WR leaUQ mRUe abRXW Whe SeUVRQal diSlRmaWic QeWZRUkV Rf aQ\ RQe 

ambaVVadRU iQ Whe ChiQeVe MiQiVWU\ Rf FRUeigQ AffaiUV (MFA). FRU e[amSle, if aQ AmeUicaQ 
diSlRmaW ZaV ZRUkiQg ZiWh Whe ChiQeVe ambaVVadRU WR IQdia, SXQ WeidRQg, RQ a WUilaWeUal iVVXe, 
b\ YieZiQg hiV SeUVRQal UelaWiRQVhiSV aQd RYeUVeaV caUeeU RYeUlaS hiVWRU\, \RX¶d leaUQ WhaW 
AmbaVVadRU SXQ had VSeQW a gUeaW deal Rf Wime ZRUkiQg iQ Whe SRXWh AVia UegiRQ WRgeWheU ZiWh 
YaR JiQg aQd WaQg YX, Whe cXUUeQW ambaVVadRUV WR PakiVWaQ aQd AfghaQiVWaQ UeVSecWiYel\. OQ 
Whe ZhRle, Whe cRUe Rf diSlRmac\ iV abRXW UelaWiRQVhiSV. 

 
3. AQRWheU XVe caVe iV WR RUieQW QeZ diSlRmaWV aW Whe SWaWe DeSaUWmeQW RU diSlRmaWV Rf aQ\ UaQk ZiWh 

leVV ChiQa e[SeUieQce aV WR ZhR Whe big Sla\eUV aUe. WiWhRXW QeediQg WR dR hRXUV Rf UeVeaUch, 
AmeUicaQ diSlRmaWV XQfamiliaU ZiWh Whe ChiQeVe MFA cRXld TXickl\ geW a bURad RYeUYieZ aV 
Zell aV diYe iQWR mRUe miQXWe deWailV. The WRRl iV QRW meaQW WR UeSlace Whe alUead\ URbXVW WUaiQiQg 
WhaW AmeUicaQ diSlRmaWV UeceiYe, bXW UaWheU WR VXSSlemeQW iW ZheUe iQVXfficieQW. 

 
CRQWe[WXal BackgURXQd 
ChiQa¶V fRUeigQ miQiVWU\ fRllRZV Whe Zidel\ aSSlied diSlRmaWic UaQk mRdel like mRVW Rf Whe ZRUld, bXW 
ChiQa haV VeYeUal XQiTXe elemeQWV XQlike aQ\ZheUe elVe iQ Whe ZRUld: Whe MFA iV a fXViRQ Rf SaUW\ aQd 
VWaWe²like Whe UeVW Rf ChiQa¶V gRYeUQmeQW. ThiV dXal QaWXUe makeV iW QeceVVaU\ WR XQdeUVWaQd ChiQa¶V 
fRUeigQ SRlic\-makiQg ZiWhiQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf iWV XQiTXe SRliWical V\VWem. MXch like RWheU cRXQWUieV, dealiQg 
ZiWh ChiQa¶V fRUeigQ SRlic\ UeTXiUeV iQWeUacWiQg ZiWh a QXmbeU Rf acWRUV ZhR all haYe diffeUeQW iQWeUeVWV 
aQd e[eUW WheiU RZQ iQflXeQce RQ Whe deciViRQ-makiQg SURceVV. BXW XQlike RWheU VWaWeV, XQdeU ChiQa¶V 
highl\ ceQWUali]ed leadeUVhiS, ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV aUe eYalXaWed QRW RQ hRZ Zell Whe\ SeUfRUm WheiU 
SURfeVViRQal dXWieV, bXW VWUicWl\ RQ hRZ faiWhfXll\ aQd YRcall\ Whe\ WRe Whe SaUW\ liQe. CRQVeTXeQWl\, a 
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SleWhRUa Rf acWRUV cRmSeWe YiciRXVl\ fRU Whe faYRXU aQd aWWeQWiRQ Rf higheU-UaQkiQg bRdieV. AQal\VWV haYe 
deVcUibed Whe Zide aUUa\ Rf iQWeUeVWV aV a ³fUacWiRXV, highl\ cRmSeWiWiYe gURXS Rf iQVWiWXWiRQV ZiWh 
VRmeWimeV RYeUlaSSiQg jXUiVdicWiRQ.´  AQRWheU dRZQVide Rf WhiV SURmRWiRQ V\VWem iV WhaW ³aQ RbjecWiYe 3

aVVeVVmeQW Rf Whe cRQVeTXeQceV Rf aQ\ giYeQ fRUeigQ SRlic\ deciViRQ ma\ QRW alZa\V be Whe higheVW 
SUiRUiW\ fRU Whe maQ\ acWRUV cRmSeWiQg fRU Xi¶V limiWed aWWeQWiRQ´²aQ e[amSle beiQg Whe failXUe Rf 
aQal\VWV WR accXUaWel\ SUedicW Whe UeVXlWV Rf Whe lRcal elecWiRQV iQ TaiZaQ.  4

 
OWheU acWRUV Zhich aUe able WR e[eUW VXbVWaQWial iQflXeQce RQ fRUeigQ SRlic\ iQclXde VeQiRU CRmmXQiVW 
PaUW\ Rf ChiQa (CCP) RfficialV ZhR hRld QR gRYeUQmeQW SRViWiRQ, Whe CEOV Rf laUge VWaWe-RZQed UeVRXUce 
cRmSaQieV, Whe PeRSle¶V LibeUaWiRQ AUm\ (PLA), aQd SURYiQcial leadeUV ZhR RXWUaQk all VeQiRU ChiQeVe 
gRYeUQmeQW fRUeigQ affaiUV RfficialV. AV LiQda JakRbVRQ aQd R\aQ MaQXel QRWe iQ WheiU UeSRUW, ³all fRUeigQ 
SRlic\ acWRUV claim WR RSeUaWe iQ Whe Qame Rf ChiQa¶V QaWiRQal iQWeUeVWV²aQd WhXV almRVW all acWiRQV caQ 
be jXVWified.´  5

 
The miliWaU\ iV UelaWiYel\ aXWRQRmRXV fURm Whe fRUeigQ SRlic\ aSSaUaWXV. AQ e[amSle iV Whe 2007 ASAT 
WeVW, Zhich ZaV cRQdXcWed ZiWhRXW a cRRUdiQaWed ChiQeVe SRViWiRQ beiQg agUeed XSRQ iQ adYaQce. The 
MFA ZaV QRW able WR SURYide aQ\ cRmmeQW XQWil mRUe WhaQ RQe Zeek laWeU. IQ RWheU ViWXaWiRQV, WheUe iV 
gUeaWeU cRRUdiQaWiRQ ZiWh Whe miliWaU\²maUiWime VecXUiW\ acWRUV iQYRlYed iQ Whe SRXWh ChiQa Sea aUe 
WhRXghW WR haYe gUeaWeU fUeedRm WhaQ WhRVe iQYRlYed iQ Whe EaVW ChiQa Sea becaXVe VeQiRU leadeUV aUe 
mRUe aWWeQWiYe WR UelaWiRQV ZiWh JaSaQ WhaQ WR VmalleU SRXWheaVW AViaQ QaWiRQV. 
 
ThiV geWV WR Whe TXeVWiRQ Rf hRZ Whe mRVW cRQVeTXeQWial fRUeigQ SRlic\ deciViRQV aUe made aQd ZhR iV 
UeVSRQVible fRU Whem. WRUWh meQWiRQiQg heUe aUe Whe URleV Rf YaQg Jiechi aQd WaQg Yi, Whe WZR mRVW 
SRZeUfXl membeUV Rf ChiQa¶V fRUeigQ miQiVWU\. While WaQg Yi iV cRmmRQl\ UefeUUed WR aV Whe FRUeigQ 
MiQiVWeU Rf ChiQa aQd RfWeQ UeSUeVeQWV ChiQa iQ Whe mRVW high-SURfile fRUeigQ YiViWV, YaQg iV WechQicall\ 
higheU iQ UaQk aV he ZaV eleYaWed WR Whe 25-SeUVRQ PRliWbXUR iQ 2017²a VigQificaQW mRYe WhaW makeV 
YaQg mRUe VeQiRU WhaQ eYeQ Whe Yice chaiUSeUVRQV Rf Whe CeQWUal MiliWaU\ CRmmiVViRQ aQd Whe NPC 
SWaQdiQg CRmmiWWee. YaQg ZaV WaQg¶V SUedeceVVRU iQ Whe FRUeigQ MiQiVWeU URle fURm 2007 WR 2013, aQd 
iV Zidel\ cRQVideUed Whe fRUemRVW U.S. e[SeUW ZiWh hiV caUeeU VhadRZiQg VRme Rf Whe mRVW imSRUWaQW 
deYelRSmeQWV iQ mRdeUQ U.S.-ChiQa UelaWiRQV. IW¶V beeQ cleaU WhaW iW haV beeQ BeijiQg¶V iQWeQWiRQ fURm 
eaUl\ RQ WR QXUWXUe YaQg iQWR Whe SRiQW-SeUVRQ fRU dealiQg ZiWh Whe U.S. haYiQg beeQ SRVWed WR 
WaVhiQgWRQ WhUee WimeV leadiQg WR Whe deYelRSmeQW Rf clRVe SeUVRQal fUieQdVhiSV ZiWh Whe BXVh famil\. IW 
iV iQWeUeVWiQg WheQ, WhaW BeijiQg chRVe WR diVSaWch YaQg Jiechi iQVWead Rf WaQg Yi fRU VeYeQ hRXUV Rf UaUe 
WalkV iQ HRQRlXlX ZiWh  U.S. SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe Mike PRmSeR. YaQg Jiechi cRmmaQdV faU gUeaWeU U.S. 
e[SeUieQce WhaQ WaQg Yi, \eW YaQg lackV Whe Vame WRXgh, cRmbaWiYe miliWaQc\ WhaW WaQg Yi (aQd Mike 
PRmSeR) UegXlaUl\ diVSla\ RQ Whe ZRUld VWage. SecUeWaU\ PRmSeR QR dRXbW dealV ZiWh WZR YeU\ diVWiQcW 
SeUVRQaliWieV iQ diSlRmac\ ZiWh ChiQa¶V WRS UaQkV. 
 

3 LiQda JakRbVRQ aQd R\aQ MaQXel, ³HRZ AUe FRUeigQ PRlic\ DeciViRQV Made iQ ChiQa?,´ Asia & the Pacific 
Polic\ Studies 3, QR. 1 (2016): 101±10, hWWSV://dRi.RUg/10.1002/aSS5.121. 

4 JakRbVRQ aQd MaQXel. 
5 JakRbVRQ aQd MaQXel. 
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UQlike Whe U.S. SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe, Zhich maiQWaiQV UelaWiYel\ abVRlXWe aXWhRUiW\ RYeU AmeUica¶V fRUeigQ 
affaiUV aQd a YiVible SUeVeQce RQ Whe PUeVideQW¶V cabiQeW, BeijiQg deVigQaWeV ³SRiQW meQ´ mRVW RfWeQ 
WhURXgh Whe 7-membeU PRliWbXUR SWaQdiQg CRmmiWWee (PSC) RYeUVeeiQg ChiQa¶V mRVW ³cRQVeTXeQWial 
fRUeigQ UelaWiRQVhiSV´²Whe U.S., JaSaQ, RXVVia, aQd Whe DPRK.  IW¶V XQcleaU ZheWheU ChiQa cRQVideUV 6

EXURSe / Whe EU aV a ³majRU UelaWiRQVhiS.´ WiWhiQ Whe PSC, PUemieU Li KeTiaQg cRYeUV EXURSe / Whe EU 
aQd Li ZhaQVhX iV mRVW SURmiQeQWl\ VeeQ aV Xi JiQSiQg¶V SeUVRQal eQYR\ WR VladimiU PXWiQ (RXVVia) aQd 
Kim JRQg UQ (DPRK). 
 

  
          Current Politburo Standing Committee                                            Li Keqiang in Europe 
 
 

  
                  Li Zhanshu Zith Kim Jong Un                                    Li Zhanshu Zith Vladimir Putin 
 
The U.S. SRUWfRliR iV mRVWl\ haQdled b\ Vice PUemieU LiX He aV Whe SUiQciSal WUade QegRWiaWRU. Vice 
PUeVideQW WaQg QiVhaQ (UeceQWl\ VWeSSed dRZQ fURm Whe PSC) iV alVR WhRXghW WR be WaVked ZiWh 
U.S.-ChiQa UelaWiRQV giYeQ hiV e[SeUieQce RQ fiQaQcial / ecRQRmic iVVXeV aQd a YaVW QeWZRUk Rf SeUVRQal 
UelaWiRQVhiSV ZiWh high-leYel U.S. RfficialV. ReceQWl\ WhRXgh, WaQg QiVhaQ haV YaQiVhed fURm Whe SXblic 
e\e ZiWh QRW a ViQgle aSSeaUaQce RXWVide Whe Ma\ NPC meeWiQg, a bUief aSSeaUaQce iQ BeijiQg RQ Ma\ 24, 
aQd eaUl\ ASUil¶V mRXUQiQg fRU maUW\UV ZhR died fighWiQg cRYid-19.  IW¶V XQcleaU ZheWheU WaQg haV beeQ 7

ZRUkiQg behiQd Whe VceQeV RQ U.S.-ChiQa UelaWiRQV aV WheUe haV beeQ QR UeSRUWiQg RQ WaQg¶V acWiYiWieV fRU 

6 JakRbVRQ aQd MaQXel. 
7 ³ChiQa ViWae : VIP ASSeaUaQceV aQd TUaYel,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 14, 2020, 

hWWSV://ZZZ.chiQaYiWae.cRm/YiS/iQde[.ShS?mRde=eYeQWV&W\Se=cY&id=426. 
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Whe beWWeU SaUW Rf Whe laVW Vi[ mRQWhV. WaQg ZaV alVR giYeQ Whe WaVk Rf ³calmiQg dRZQ HRQg KRQg,´ bXW 
hiV URle fRU QRZ VeemV WR be SUimaUil\ iQ Whe VhadRZV. 
 

  
                               Vice Premier Liu He                                                            Wang Qishan 

 
IW iV XQcleaU ZhR haQdleV high-leYel VWUaWegic deciViRQV UegaUdiQg JaSaQ Zhile IQdia dReV QRW Veem WR be a 
³WRS SUiRUiW\ fRUeigQ UelaWiRQVhiS Rf cRQVeTXeQce´ WhaW demaQdV a PSC membeU¶V SeUVRQal aWWeQWiRQ. 
AfUica, SRXWh AmeUica, Whe Middle EaVW alVR Veem WR be Rf leVV cRQVeTXeQce aQd aUe likel\ haQdled 
SUimaUil\ aW Whe Vice MiQiVWeU leYel, abVeQW a majRU cUiViV RU deYelRSmeQW. The VWUaWegic SacW ZiWh IUaQ WhaW 
haV UeceQWl\ beeQ bURXghW WR lighW ma\ TXalif\ aV a ³VWUaWegic´ deYelRSmeQW RXWVide Rf majRU-SRZeU 
UelaWiRQVhiSV WhaW iQYRlYed iQSXW aQd delibeUaWiRQ aW higheU leYelV.   8 9

 
SWill RQ WRS Rf Whe ambaVVadRUV, WheUe iV \eW aQRWheU gURXS Rf 9 Vice FRUeigQ MiQiVWeUV aQd AVViVWaQW 
FRUeigQ MiQiVWeUV ZhR RYeUVee fXQcWiRQal aQd geRgUaShic UegiRQV.  Qi YX, PaUW\ SecUeWaU\ Rf Whe MFA 10

aQd Whe WRS-UaQkiQg membeU Rf WhiV gURXS, ZaV a QRWable aSSRiQWmeQW cRQVideUiQg Whe SRVW iV W\Sicall\ 
held b\ aQ e[SeUieQced diSlRmaW.  AQal\VWV haYe VSecXlaWed WhaW Whe aSSRiQWmeQW iV a Za\ fRU Xi WR 11

bRlVWeU SRliWical lR\alW\ amRQg Whe fRUeigQ VeUYice. IW iV amRQg WheVe RfficialV WhaW W\Sicall\ high-SURfile 
diSlRmaWic SRVWV aUe aVVigQed. FRU e[amSle, Ma ZhaR[X, ZhR QRZ RYeUVeeV iQWeUQaWiRQal RUgaQi]aWiRQV 
aQd cRQfeUeQceV, iQWeUQaWiRQal ecRQRmic affaiUV, aUmV cRQWURl, aQd fRUeigQ affaiUV maQagemeQW ZaV flRaWed 
aV a SRWeQWial cRQWeQdeU fRU ChiQa¶V ambaVVadRU WR Whe UN (aQRWheU cRQWeQdeU beiQg LiX XiaRmiQg, 
cXUUeQW ambaVVadRU WR Whe U.K.). ZheQg ZegXaQg, cXUUeQW head Rf SRlic\ SlaQQiQg, NRUWh AmeUica, 
OceaQia, LaWiQ AmeUica, aQd WUaQVlaWiRQ / iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iV UXmRUed WR be XQdeU cRQVideUaWiRQ WR UeSlace 

8 ³ChiQa aQd IUaQ NeaU TUade aQd MiliWaU\ PaUWQeUVhiS, Def\iQg U.S. - The NeZ YRUk TimeV,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 15, 
2020, hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WimeV.cRm/2020/07/11/ZRUld/aVia/chiQa-iUaQ-WUade-miliWaU\-deal.hWml. 

9 ³OSiQiRQ _ WheQ ChiQa MeW IUaQ - The NeZ YRUk TimeV,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 15, 2020, 
hWWSV://ZZZ.Q\WimeV.cRm/2020/07/21/RSiQiRQ/chiQa-iUaQ.hWml. 

10 ³PUiQciSal OfficialV,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 14, 2020, hWWSV://ZZZ.fmSUc.gRY.cQ/mfa_eQg/Zjb_663304/]\g\_663314/. 
11 ChaUlRWWe GaR, ³WhaW DReV Qi YX¶V SXUSUiViQg ASSRiQWmeQW MeaQ fRU ChiQa¶V FRUeigQ MiQiVWU\?,´ acceVVed 

AXgXVW 16, 2020, 
hWWSV://WhediSlRmaW.cRm/2019/02/ZhaW-dReV-Ti-\XV-VXUSUiViQg-aSSRiQWmeQW-meaQ-fRU-chiQaV-fRUeigQ-miQiVW
U\/. 
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CXi TiaQkai XSRQ hiV (dela\ed) UeWiUemeQW aV ambaVVadRU WR Whe U.S.  ThiV VhRZV WhaW Whe UeVhXffliQg Rf 12

SRVWV aW WhiV leYel aUe QRW VWUicWl\ hieUaUchical²ambaVVadRUV caQ be SURmRWed ³XS´ WR becRme Yice 
miQiVWeUV maQagiQg eQWiUe geRgUaShic aUeaV / fXQcWiRQal aUeaV bXW WheUe caQ alVR be SURmRWiRQ ³dRZQ´; 
W\Sicall\ high-SURfile ambaVVadRUVhiSV iQ WaVhiQgWRQ, LRQdRQ, BUXVVelV, RU MRVcRZ cRmmaQd gUeaW 
UeVSecW aQd aWWeQWiRQ cRQVideUiQg Whe\ haYe gUeaWeU iQflXeQce WhaQ Whe Yice miQiVWeU ZhR RYeUVeeV WheiU 
geRgUaShic aUea. 
 
WiWhiQ WhiV bRd\ Rf 9 Yice miQiVWeUV, WheUe iV a SecXliaU maWchiQg Rf fXQcWiRQal UeVSRQVibiliW\ ZiWh 
geRgUaShic aUeaV WhaW cRUUelaWeV ZiWh ZhaW iVVXe ma\ be Whe mRVW SUeVViQg ZiWhiQ WhaW UegiRQ aQd UeTXiUeV 
Whe mRVW cRRUdiQaWed e[SeUWiVe. FRU cRmSaUiVRQ, WhiV gURXS iQ Whe U.S. iV aQalRgRXV WR Whe gURXS Rf U.S. 
UQdeU SecUeWaUieV Rf SWaWe, bXW iQ ChiQa, geRgUaShic RYeUVighW iV diVSeUVed alRQgVide fXQcWiRQal 
UeVSRQVibiliWieV (XQlike Whe U.S. UQdeU SecUeWaU\ Rf SWaWe ZhR maQageV geRgUaShic UegiRQV WhURXgh 
AVViVWaQW SecUeWaUieV). 
 

 
Vice Foreign Ministers, organi]ed from left-to-right, top-to-bottom b\ rank 

 
ZheQg ZegXaQg, Vice MiQiVWeU UeVSRQVible fRU SRlic\ SlaQQiQg aQd WUaQVlaWiRQ / iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iV alVR 
geRgUaShicall\ iQ chaUge Rf NRUWh AmeUica. IW iV mRVW likel\ QR cRiQcideQce WhaW SRlic\ SlaQQiQg, WaVked 

12 ³TUXmS ViViW SeeV ChiQa¶V US AmbaVVadRU Dela\ ReWiUemeQW,´ SRXWh ChiQa MRUQiQg PRVW, OcWRbeU 28, 2017, 
hWWSV://ZZZ.VcmS.cRm/QeZV/chiQa/diSlRmac\-defeQce/aUWicle/2117263/WUXmS-YiViW-VeeV-chiQaV-ambaVVadRU
-XV-dela\-UeWiUemeQW. 

11 

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?vAvQht
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?vAvQht
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?vAvQht


ZiWh ³VWXd\ aQd aQal\ViV iVVXeV Rf RYeUall VWUaWegic imSRUWaQce WR Whe glRbal ViWXaWiRQ aQd iQWeUQaWiRQal 
UelaWiRQV Zhile cRRUdiQaWiQg UeVeaUch aQd aQal\Wical ZRUk´ iV ZiWhiQ Whe Vame SRUWfRliR aV Whe Yice 
miQiVWeU WechQicall\ UeVSRQVible fRU U.S.-ChiQa UelaWiRQV. The PRlic\ PlaQQiQg DeSaUWmeQW iV VRmeZhaW 
aQalRgRXV WR Whe PRlic\ PlaQQiQg SWaff aW Whe U.S. DeSaUWmeQW Rf SWaWe. IW iV alVR mRVW likel\ QR 
cRiQcideQce WhaW WUaQVlaWiRQ / iQWeUSUeWaWiRQ iV alVR WaVked ZiWh NRUWh AmeUica giYeQ WhaW ChiQeVe 
diSlRmaWV maiQl\ XVe Whe U.S. aV a WUaiQiQg gURXQd fRU EQgliVh flXeQc\. 
 
The deciViRQ WR bUiQg WRgeWheU AVia, WUeaW\ aQd laZ, aQd bRXQdaU\ aQd RceaQ affaiUV XQdeU LXR ZhaRhXi iV 
mRVW likel\ WR VWUeamliQe cRRUdiQaWiRQ aQd SlaQQiQg VXUURXQdiQg ChiQa¶V RQgRiQg maUiWime bRXQdaU\ 
diVSXWeV iQ Whe EaVW ChiQa Sea aQd SRXWh ChiQa Sea. 
 
The SRUWfRliR Rf WeVW AVia, NRUWh AfUica, AfUica, aQd e[WeUQal VecXUiW\ affaiUV XQdeU Vice MiQiVWeU CheQ 
XiaRdRQg iV mRVW likel\ iQWeQWiRQal giYeQ WhaW AfUica aQd Whe Middle EaVW aUe Whe lRcaWiRQV Rf ChiQa¶V fiUVW 
e[SeUieQceV iQ aQWi-SiUac\ RSeUaWiRQV (GXlf Rf AdeQ), Whe lRcaWiRQ Rf ChiQa¶V fiUVW RYeUVeaV miliWaU\ baVe 
(DjibRXWi), aQd Whe UegiRQ fRU 12 Rf 14 UN SeacekeeSiQg RSeUaWiRQV, all Rf Zhich ChiQa iV heaYil\ 
iQYRlYed iQ.  13

 
WhaW VeemV leVV cleaU iV Whe fXViRQ Rf EXURSe aQd iQfRUmaWiRQ XQdeU Vice MiQiVWeU QiQ GaQg. PRVVible 
WheRUieV mighW SRiQW WR EXURSe beiQg Whe mRVW deciViYe Rf baWWlegURXQdV fRU HXaZei. 
 
  

13 ³CXUUeQW PeacekeeSiQg OSeUaWiRQV,´ UQiWed NaWiRQV PeacekeeSiQg, acceVVed AXgXVW 14, 2020, 
hWWSV://SeacekeeSiQg.XQ.RUg/eQ/cXUUeQW-SeacekeeSiQg-RSeUaWiRQV. 
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FiQdiQgV 
 
Regional diSlomaWic neWZoUkV 
While iW iV XlWimaWel\ XS WR WhRVe AmeUicaQ diSlRmaWV ZhR alUead\ UegXlaUl\ ZRUk ZiWh WheiU ChiQeVe 
cRXQWeUSaUWV WR e[SlRUe, VRme WighW-kQiW diSlRmaWic ciUcleV alUead\ e[iVW iQ VRme UegiRQV aQd aUe ZRUWh 
highlighWiQg. SRme aUe eaVieU WR XQdeUVWaQd WheiU XWiliW\ RU mRWiYe²Whe cXUUeQW ambaVVadRUV iQ IQdia, 
PakiVWaQ, aQd AfghaQiVWaQ haYe all VSeQW Wime VeUYiQg WRgeWheU iQ PakiVWaQ. The iQcXmbeQW ambaVVadRU WR 
JaSaQ, KRQg XXaQ\RX, haV VSeQW QeaUl\ all Rf hiV Wime WRgeWheU ZiWh Whe cXUUeQW ambaVVadRUV WR SiQgaSRUe 
aQd VieWQam. LX Sha\e, cXUUeQW ambaVVadRU WR FUaQce haV cRmmRQ ZRUk hiVWRUieV ZiWh Whe ambaVVadRUV 
acURVV Whe FUaQcRVSheUe aQd CaQada. CheQg JiQg\e, ambaVVadRU WR AXVWUalia haV e[WeQViYe RYeUlaS ZiWh 
LiX XiaRmiQg iQ Whe U.S. fURm 1990-1993. TheVe Vmall e[amSleV UeSUeVeQW jXVW a WiQ\ fUacWiRQ Rf RYeUlaS 
cRQQecWiRQV WhaW caQ be leaUQed fURm WhiV daWa. All iQ all, diSlRmac\ UelieV RQ leYeUagiQg SeUVRQal 
UelaWiRQVhiSV iQ dialRgXeV, QegRWiaWiRQV, eWc. aQd Whe WabXlaU YieZ  SUeVeQWV a V\VWemaWic Za\ Rf ideQWif\iQg 
WheVe cRQQecWiRQV WR be XVed iQ cRQjXQcWiRQ ZiWh iQfRUmal accRXQWV. 
 
The U.S. aV a hXb foU diSlomaWic neWZoUking 
Of Whe 2,495 RYeUlaSSiQg caUeeU cRQQecWiRQV amRQg iQcXmbeQW ChiQeVe ambaVVadRUV, 56.7% Rf WheVe 
cRQQecWiRQV RccXUUed Zhile VeUYiQg iQ Whe U.S.²b\ faU Whe mRVW dRmiQaQW cRXQWU\. AQ RYeUlaSSiQg caUeeU 
cRQQecWiRQ iV defiQed aV WZR iQcXmbeQW ambaVVadRUV VSeQdiQg aW leaVW RQe \eaU WRgeWheU ZRUkiQg iQ Whe 
Vame cRXQWU\. The Qe[W mRVW SURmiQeQW ³hXb´ fRU makiQg diSlRmaWic cRQQecWiRQV iV FUaQce aW 8.1% Rf all 
cRQQecWiRQV made. RXVVia ZaV Qe[W aW 7.2% Zhile SZiW]eUlaQd fRllRZed aW 3.9%. All RWheU cRXQWUieV had 
Qegligible SeUceQWageV. (See FigXUe 1 belRZ). NRWe WhaW iW ZaV imSRVVible WR deWeUmiQe ZheWheU WZR 
SeRSle kQeZ each RWheU / ZRUked WRgeWheU ZiWh WhaW SeUVRQ defiQiWiYel\ RU eYeQ if RQe SeUVRQ deSaUWed 
befRUe Whe RWheU aUUiYed iQ WhaW RYeUlaSSiQg \eaU. FiQall\, aV iV Whe caVe iQ aQ\ VWXd\ Rf RUgaQi]aWiRQal 
SRliWicV, a cRQQecWiRQ alVR dReV not necessaril\ V\mbRli]e a fUieQdl\ UelaWiRQVhiS²a cRQQecWiRQ ma\ jXVW 
aV eaVil\ UeSUeVeQW a cRmSeWiWiYe UelaWiRQVhiS. IQ facW, iW iV acWXall\ mRUe likel\ WR be a cRmSeWiWiYe 
UelaWiRQVhiS aV diSlRmaWV Rf Whe Vame UaQk aUe cRQVWaQWl\ Y\iQg fRU SRlic\ iQflXeQce aQd SURmRWiRQ. 

 
Figure 1 
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WhaW makeV WhiV iQWeUeVWiQg iV WhaW WheUe iV QR RXWVWaQdiQg facWRU abRXW Whe U.S. WhaW e[SlaiQV WhiV cXUiRXV 
WUeQd. While Whe U.S. iQdeed hRVWV Whe headTXaUWeUV Rf Whe UN iQ NeZ YRUk, mRUe VWaff ZRUk aW Whe UN 
Rffice iQ GeQeYa, SZiW]eUlaQd WhaQ iQ NeZ YRUk. 
 
FUaQce cRXld be cRQVideUed a diSlRmaWic hXb fRU ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV WhaW URWaWe WhURXgh RWheU 
FUeQch-VSeakiQg cRXQWUieV, maQ\ Rf Zhich ZeUe fRUmeU FUeQch cRlRQieV. E[amSleV Rf ambaVVadRUV WhaW 
haYe fRllRZed WhiV WUeQd haYe VeUYed iQ Whe IYRU\ CRaVW, MRURccR, GXiQea, BXUkiQa FaVR, NigeU, Mali, 
MaXUiWaQia, SeQegal, aQd Whe DRC. The Vame WheRU\ aSSlieV WR RXVVia ZheUe QeaUl\ all ambaVVadRUV 
VeUYiQg iQ SRVW-SRYieW VWaWeV aQd/RU RXVViaQ-VSeakiQg UegiRQV Zill haYe URWaWed WhURXgh RXVVia aW VRme 
SRiQW. AmbaVVadRUV iQ GXiQea-BiVVaX aQd AQgRla haYe URWaWed WhURXgh PRUWXgal. AQd Zhile aW fiUVW, WheVe 
mighW aSSeaU WR be liQgXiVWic clXVWeUV, WhiV SaWWeUQ dReV QRW hRld WUXe fRU Whe SSaQiVh-VSeakiQg ZRUld.  
 
SZiW]eUlaQd emeUgeV aV Whe diSlRmaWic hXb fRU EXURSe dXe WR Whe laUge cRQceQWUaWiRQ Rf mXlWilaWeUal 
RUgaQi]aWiRQV iQ GeQeYa. NRWabl\, BUXVVelV aQd VieQQa, Zhich aUe alVR hRme WR a QXmbeU Rf mXlWilaWeUal 
iQVWiWXWiRQV iQ EXURSe dR QRW Veem WR be majRU hXbV fRU ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV WR ZRUk WRgeWheU. 

 
WheQ YieZed acURVV Wime, aQRWheU WUeQd becRmeV TXiWe VWUikiQg fRU WhiV claVV Rf iQcXmbeQW ambaVVadRUV. 
The QXmbeU Rf caUeeU RYeUlaSV iQ Whe U.S. WRRk Rff aURXQd 2005, Ueached iWV Seak aURXQd 2008-2009, WheQ 
VhaUSl\ decliQed (Vee FigXUe 2). ThiV meaQV WhaW mRVW iQcXmbeQW ambaVVadRUV ZRUked alRQgVide WheiU 
cRlleagXeV iQ Whe U.S. aURXQd 2008, bXW WheQ lefW WR Wake XS RWheU diSlRmaWic SRVWiQgV afWeUZaUd. IW iV 
XQcleaU aV WR Zh\ WhiV dUamaWic VhifW haSSeQed. RXVVia VaZ WZR Vmall iQcUeaVeV, Whe fiUVW iQ Whe mid-1990V, 
aQd Whe RWheU fURm iQ Whe eaUl\ 2000V. 
 

 
Figure 2 
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E[SeUience in Whe China NaWional OffVhoUe Oil CoUSoUaWion (CNOOC) 
TZR ambaVVadRUV, DX XiaRcRQg (CaSe VeUde) aQd Ma FXliQ (ReSXblic Rf Whe CRQgR) bRWh RccXSied Whe 
URle Rf DeSXW\ GeQeUal MaQageU Rf CNOOC, Whe WhiUd-laUgeVW QaWiRQal Ril cRmSaQ\ iQ ChiQa WhaW fRcXVeV 
VSecificall\ RQ Whe e[SlRiWaWiRQ, e[SlRUaWiRQ, aQd deYelRSmeQW Rf eQeUg\ RXWVide ChiQa. BRWh AmbaVVadRU 
DX aQd AmbaVVadRU Ma haYe caUeeUV WhaW e[clXViYel\ UemaiQed fRcXVed RQ Whe AfUicaQ CRQWiQeQW. DX 
XiaRcRQg SUiRU WR hiV aSSRiQWmeQW iQ PUaia ZaV VWaWiRQed iQ UgaQda aQd SRmalia. Ma FXliQ had SUiRU 
SRVWiQgV WR Whe CeQWUal AfUicaQ ReSXblic, IYRU\ CRaVW, GabRQ, aQd RZaQda. BRWh ambaVVadRUV had held 
WRS SRVWV iQ BeijiQg RYeUVeeiQg AfUica. 
 
ThiV d\Qamic mighW iQiWiall\ VXggeVW Whe iQWeUWZiQemeQW Rf ChiQa¶V fRUeigQ SRlic\ aSSaUaWXV ZiWh ChiQa¶V 
VWaWe-RZQed eQeUg\ cRmSaQieV. BXW VeYeUal facWRUV aUe amiVV. IW iV iQWUigXiQg aV WR Zh\ QRW mRUe WhaQ jXVW 
WZR ambaVVadRUV haYe e[SeUieQce iQ Whe VWaWe-RZQed eQeUg\ VecWRU if eQeUg\ iV VR imSRUWaQW iQ ChiQeVe 
fRUeigQ SRlic\, aQd Zh\ Whe WZR WhaW dR aUe VRlel\ limiWed WR Whe AfUicaQ cRQWiQeQW. OQe ZRXld WhiQk WhaW if 
ChiQa VaZ YalXe iQ haYiQg iWV ambaVVadRUV haYe iQWimaWe kQRZledge Rf eQeUg\ aQd be mRUe effecWiYe iQ 
WheiU diSlRmaWic URleV, WhaW ambaVVadRUV WR cRXQWUieV acURVV Whe Middle EaVW aQd AUab ZRUld ZRXld UeflecW 
WhiV kiQd Rf e[SeUieQce. MRUeRYeU, Whe cRXQWUieV WhaW AmbaVVadRU DX aQd AmbaVVadRU Ma VeUYed iQ aUe 
not majRU eQeUg\ e[SRUWeUV ZhaWVReYeU aQd accRXQW fRU a Qegligible amRXQW (if aQ\ aW all) Rf ChiQa¶V 
eQeUg\ imSRUWV. 
 
While RQe WheRU\ mighW VXggeVW WhaW Whe AfUicaQ eQeUg\ maUkeW SRVeV a mRUe difficXlW bXViQeVV climaWe 
WhaQ Whe Middle EaVW, WhiV VeemV XQlikel\. YRX ZRXld e[SecW aQ ambaVVadRU ZiWh CNOOC e[SeUieQce WR 
be SRVWed iQ SXdaQ, AlgeUia, RU AQgRla iQVWead. 
 
BaVed RQ WhiV RbVeUYaWiRQ abRXW CNOOC, iW iV likel\ WhaW aV caUbRQ-baVed fRVVil fXelV iQeYiWabl\ dimiQiVh 
aV a faYRUable fXel VRXUce, ChiQa ma\ eYeQWXall\ VeQd iWV diSlRmaWV WR gaiQ e[SeUieQce iQ VWaWe-RZQed 
miQiQg cRmSaQieV iQ SUeSaUaWiRQ fRU diSlRmaWic URleV iQ cRXQWUieV ZheUe ChiQa QeedV WR VecXUe VXSSlieV Rf 
UaUe eaUWh miQeUalV²mRVW Rf Zhich caQ be fRXQd iQ AfUica. TheVe meWalV aUe ke\ WR ChiQa¶V fXWXUe 
high-Wech deYelRSmeQW aQd aUe eVVeQWial iQ eYeU\WhiQg fURm elecWUic Yehicle baWWeUieV WR adYaQced VaWelliWe 
cRQVWUXcWiRQ. 
 
U\ghXU DiSlomaWV 
While ChiQa haV a Vmall QXmbeU Rf eWhQic-miQRUiW\ diSlRmaWV, Whe cXUUeQW ambaVVadRU cRUSV RQl\ hRVWV a 
ViQgle ambaVVadRU Rf U\ghXU deVceQW²AQ WaeU, ambaVVadRU WR BahUaiQ. PUeYiRXVl\, he alVR held URleV iQ 
SaXdi AUabia aQd YemeQ. Amid eYeU-iQcUeaViQg iQWeUQaWiRQal VcUXWiQ\ RYeU ChiQa¶V UeSUeVViRQ Rf U\ghXUV 
iQ XiQjiaQg, ChiQa haV a SRWeQWiall\ YalXable diSlRmaW WhaW WhXV-faU haV QRWiceabl\ beeQ e[WUemel\ TXieW 
RQ Whe iVVXe. AmbaVVadRU AQ ma\ be TXieWl\ Sla\iQg a URle iQ Whe Middle EaVW b\ aVVXagiQg SaUWQeUV aQd 
makiQg VXUe MXVlim aQd AUab cRXQWUieV UemaiQ VileQW RQ Whe iVVXe. GiYeQ ChiQa¶V deViUe WR cRQWURl Whe 
VeQViWiYe glRbal QaUUaWiYe RQ XiQjiaQg, iW iVQ¶W haUd WR imagiQe mRUe diSlRmaWV Rf U\ghXU deVceQW be 
SURmRWed WhURXgh Whe UaQkV WR leQd cUedibiliW\ WR aQd a VWURQg YRice WR back BeijiQg¶V claimV. 
 
The RXVVian ³BXbble´ 
The SRVW-SRYieW VWaWeV Rf CeQWUal AVia (Ka]akhVWaQ, K\Ug\]VWaQ, TajikiVWaQ, TXUkmeQiVWaQ, U]bekiVWaQ), 
BelaUXV, UkUaiQe, aQd Whe CaXcXVeV (AUmeQia, A]eUbaijaQ, GeRUgia) aUe Whe RQl\ cRXQWUieV ZiWh 
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ambaVVadRUV WR not haYe VeUYed iQ aQRWheU UegiRQ Rf Whe ZRUld. NRWe WhaW Whe BalWicV (EVWRQia, LaWYia, 
LiWhXaQia), aQd MRldRYa²all SRVW-SRYieW UeSXblicV²aUe QRW a SaUW Rf WhiV bXbble, bXW UaWheU haYe 
ambaVVadRUV ZiWh e[SeUieQce maiQl\ iQ EXURSe. AlVR QRW a SaUW Rf WhiV WUeQd aUe EaVWeUQ blRc / WaUVaZ 
PacW membeU cRXQWUieV like HXQgaU\ RU PRlaQd. AddiWiRQall\, all bXW RQe ambaVVadRU (TajikiVWaQ) WR 
SRVW-SRYieW VWaWeV haYe all served iQ RXVVia aW RQe SRiQW (QRW jXVW befRUe Whe bUeakXS Rf Whe SRYieW UQiRQ 
bXW afWeU 1991). ThiV VWUikiQg diffeUeQce cUeaWeV aQ iVRlaWed ³bXbble´ SheQRmeQRQ ZheUeb\ WhiV RXVVia 
gURXS iV VeSaUaWed fURm Whe UeVW Rf Whe diSlRmaWic cRUSV (Vee FigXUe 3 belRZ). 
 

 
Figure 3: The Russian ³Bubble´ circled in red 

 
ThiV VWUXcWXUal SaWWeUQ UeYealV a gUeaW deal abRXW BeijiQg¶V aWWiWXde WRZaUd EXUaVia aQd RXVVia²WhaW fURm 
a fRUeigQ SRlic\ SeUVSecWiYe, ChiQa dReV not YieZ WheVe SaUWicXlaU SRVW-SRYieW VWaWeV aV iQheUeQWl\ 
iQdeSeQdeQW cRXQWUieV, bXW UaWheU VWill SUedRmiQaQWl\ ZiWhiQ Whe RUbiW Rf RXVVia aQd Whe\ aUe WUeaWed aV 
VXch. B\ QRW iQclXdiQg Whe BalWic VWaWeV RU MRldRYa, WhiV iV BeijiQg¶V eYideQce WhaW iQ WheiU miQdV, WheVe 
cRXQWUieV haYe alUead\ eVcaSed MRVcRZ¶V RUbiW aQd QR lRQgeU belRQg WR WhiV ³RXVViaQ bXbble.´ 
 
B\ gURXSiQg diSlRmaWV ZiWhiQ WhiV iVRlaWed bXbble, ChiQa caQ mRUe effecWiYel\ cRRUdiQaWe SRlic\ ZiWh 
MRVcRZ aV diSlRmaWV ZiWhiQ WhiV UegiRQ Zill becRme iQWimaWel\ familiaU ZiWh SRVW-SRYieW d\QamicV aQd WR 
ZhaW e[WeQW each VWaWe iV deSeQdeQW RQ RXVVia. CRQVideUiQg WhaW BeijiQg iV geRSRliWicall\ Y\iQg fRU 
iQflXeQce iQ SRVW-SRYieW VSaceV agaiQVW MRVcRZ (eVSeciall\ CeQWUal AVia), iW ZRXld make VeQVe WhaW 
ChiQeVe SRlic\makeUV ZaQW WR XQdeUVWaQd hRZ VWURQg ceUWaiQ deSeQdeQcieV aUe b\ cRRUdiQaWiQg amRQgVW 
WhemVelYeV, WheQ caSiWali]e RQ WhRVe aW Whe e[SeQVe Rf MRVcRZ. A VecRQd e[SlaQaWiRQ mighW be WhaW ChiQa 
haV WaciW agUeemeQWV ZiWh RXVVia WR cRRSeUaWe aQd fill diffeUeQW URleV fRU YaUiRXV cRXQWUieV²iQ maQ\ caVeV 
ZiWh RXVVia beiQg Whe VecXUiW\ gXaUaQWRU Zhile ChiQa beiQg Whe ecRQRmic SaUWQeU. ThiV mighW be ChiQa¶V 
Za\ Rf UeaVVXUiQg MRVcRZ Rf fUieQdl\ iQWeQWiRQV Zhile QRW XQdeUmiQiQg WUXVW Yia ambigXRXV mRWiYeV. 
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IQWeUeVWiQgl\, MRQgRlia iV QRW a SaUW Rf WhiV SRVW-SRYieW VSace alWhRXgh Whe cRXQWU\ haV hiVWRUicall\ aQd WR 
WhiV da\²haV VWURQg RXVViaQ aQd SRYieW iQflXeQce. ThiV mighW VXggeVW WhaW BeijiQg dReV Wake Whe Vame 
YieZ RU VWUaWeg\ Rf ³SaUWiWiRQiQg´ UeVSRQVibiliWieV ZheQ iW cRmeV WR MRQgRlia. ChiQa ma\ QRZ YieZ 
RXVViaQ iQflXeQce aV mXch Rf a fRUce iQ MRVcRZ aV iW dReV iQ RWheU SRVW-SRYieW VSaceV. 
 
AW fiUVW, WhiV bXbble UaiVeV TXeVWiRQV abRXW Zh\ BeijiQg dReV QRW aSSl\ WhiV fUameZRUk Rf diSlRmaWic 
aVVigQmeQWV WR RWheU UegiRQV Rf Whe ZRUld. PeUhaSV Whe RQl\ RWheU UegiRQ ZheUe WhiV mighW make VeQVe iV 
OceaQia²bXW ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV cleaUl\ dR QRW VSeQd Wime iQ CaQbeUUa WR leaUQ abRXW Whe d\QamicV Rf Whe 
SRXWh Pacific befRUe WakiQg XS aVVigQmeQWV iQ WelliQgWRQ, SXYa, RU PRUW Vila. MXch Rf diSlRmac\ 
deSeQdV RQ Whe UegiRQal cRQWe[W aQd a ChiQeVe diSlRmaW ZRXld be faU beWWeU eTXiSSed ZiWh Whe UighW 
diSlRmaWic QeWZRUkV aQd UegiRQal kQRZledge if ChiQeVe fRUeigQ SRlic\ ZeUe RUgaQi]ed WhiV Za\. EYeQ if 
WheUe ZaVQ¶W a ³hXb´ cRXQWU\ like RXVVia ZiWhiQ a UegiRQ, iW VWill mighW make VeQVe fRU diSlRmaWV WR be Whe 
³SRiQW SeUVRQ´ ZheQ aQ iVVXe iQ a UegiRQ aUiVeV. AQ ambaVVadRU ZRXld WheQ haYe Whe UighW cRQQecWiRQV iQ 
all Whe UighW cRXQWUieV alRQg ZiWh YaVW UegiRQal kQRZledge WR fiQd a VRlXWiRQ RU WR eQgiQeeU a SaUWicXlaU 
faYRUable RXWcRme. 
 
China¶V ³majoU UelaWionVhiSV´ and ³WUaining gUoXndV´ 
ChiQa¶V diSlRmac\ fRcXVeV iQWeQVel\ RQ iWV ³majRU cRXQWU\ UelaWiRQVhiSV,´ ³QeighbRUiQg cRXQWUieV´ aQd 
³deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV.´ HX JiQWaR ZaV Whe fiUVW ChiQeVe leadeU WR RXWliQe WhiV diSlRmaWic ShilRVRSh\ iQ 
2004 iQ aQ addUeVV WR fRUeigQ diSlRmaWV iQ BeijiQg: 
 
“中国外交ⓗᩚ体ᕸ局一┤ ‘大国关键、周边㤳せ、发展中国家基础、多边㔜せ⯙台’”  14

 
TUaQVlaWed WR EQgliVh, iW meaQV WhaW Whe ³big SRZeUV aUe ke\, QeighbRUiQg cRXQWUieV aUe imSRUWaQW, 
deYelRSiQg cRXQWUieV aUe Whe fRXQdaWiRQ, aQd mXlWilaWeUaliVm iV Whe VWage.´ ThiV ShilRVRSh\ iV cleaUl\ 
UeflecWed iQ Whe diSlRmaWV BeijiQg aVVigQV WR ZhaW iW YieZV aV iWV mRVW imSRUWaQW diSlRmaWic SRVWiQgV. 
 
ChiQa¶V mRVW SURmiQeQW, e[SeUieQced, aQd VeaVRQed diSlRmaWV WeQd WR VeUYe iQ Whe AQglRVSheUe aQd iQ 
JaSaQ. FRU e[amSle, LiX XiaRmiQg aQd CXi TiaQkai²Whe mRVW highl\ YiVible ChiQeVe ambaVVadRUV iQ 
VeUYice bRWh haYe e[WeQViYe e[SeUieQce iQ Whe U.S. aQd flXeQc\ iQ EQgliVh, mRVW WimeV cRXSled ZiWh SUiRU 
e[SeUieQce aV aQ iQWeUSUeWeU / WUaQVlaWRU iQ WheiU eaUl\ caUeeU. GUadXaWe aQd SRVWgUadXaWe VWXd\ aW a fRUeigQ 
iQVWiWXWiRQ alVR VeemV WR be a WaciW SUeUeTXiViWe fRU WRS jRbV. LiX XiaRmiQg aWWeQded Whe FleWcheU SchRRl Rf 
LaZ aQd DiSlRmac\ (BRVWRQ) Zhile CXi TiaQkai VWXdied aW Whe JRhQV HRSkiQV SchRRl Rf AdYaQced 
IQWeUQaWiRQal SWXdieV (WaVhiQgWRQ). TRS diSlRmaWV YaQg Jiechi aQd WaQg Yi alVR bRWh VSeak flXeQW 
EQgliVh. WaQg VSeQW Wime aW GeRUgeWRZQ (WaVhiQgWRQ) Zhile YaQg aWWeQded Whe UQiYeUViW\ BaWh aQd Whe 
LRQdRQ SchRRl Rf EcRQRmicV. AmRQg WheVe fRXU, all haYe VRme SURfeVViRQal diSlRmaWic e[SeUieQce 
VeUYiQg iQ Whe U.S. e[ceSW fRU WaQg Yi. CXi TiaQkai aQd LiX XiaRmiQg RYeUlaSSed ZiWh RQe aQRWheU iQ 
Whe U.S. dXUiQg WheiU eaUlieVW diSlRmaWic SRVWiQgV (1982, 1983, 1998, 1999). JaSaQ alVR cRXld be 
cRQVideUed a WUaiQiQg gURXQd fRU ChiQa¶V higheVW UaQkiQg diSlRmaWV²bRWh CXi TiaQkai aQd WaQg Yi 

14 ³第十次洊外使节会议在京举行 胡枵涛温家宝讲话-搜狐新梊中心,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 15, 2020, 
hWWS://QeZV.VRhX.cRm/20040830/Q221793021.VhWml. 
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SUeYiRXVl\ VeUYed aV ambaVVadRUV iQ TRk\R (aQd eYeQ had RYeUlaSSiQg e[SeUieQce ZheUe Whe\ SUeVXmabl\ 
leaUQed fURm RQe aQRWheU). 
 
LiX XiaRmiQg¶V e[SeUieQce iV SeUhaSV Whe mRVW iQWeUeVWiQg Rf Whe fRXU. MRVW Rf LiX¶V e[SeUieQce haV 
acWXall\ beeQ iQ Whe U.S. bXW he alVR had SRVWiQgV aV ambaVVadRU iQ NRUWh KRUea aQd Eg\SW ZiWh eaUlieU 
aVVigQmeQWV iQ Zambia. LiX XiaRmiQg iV alVR RQe Rf Whe feZ SURmiQeQW ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV ZiWh dRmeVWic 
gRYeUQaQce e[SeUieQce iQ GaQVX PURYiQce. AccRUdiQg WR RXU daWa, abRXW RQe fifWh Rf all iQcXmbeQW 
ambaVVadRUV haYe had leadeUVhiS URleV dRmeVWicall\ aW VRme SRiQW iQ WheiU caUeeUV. LiX XiaRmiQg iV alVR 
RQe Rf Whe mRVW e[SeUieQced diSlRmaWV iQ WeUmV Rf UaZ QXmbeU Rf \eaUV VSeQW iQ Whe MFA. WiWh 35 \eaUV 
Rf cRQWiQXal VeUYice, LiX iV RQl\ RXWVeUYed b\ WZR RWheUV²GXR Wei iQ Se\chelleV aQd GXR Wei iQ 
PaleVWiQe²bRWh aW 45 \eaUV each. LiX XiaRmiQg mighW alVR be RQe Rf Whe mRVW Zell cRQQecWed 
ambaVVadRUV, UaQkiQg 8Wh RYeUall ZiWh 92 WRWal caUeeU RYeUlaS cRQQecWiRQV. Li JXQhXa, cXUUeQW ambaVVadRU 
iQ IWal\, leadV Whe eQWiUe cRUSV ZiWh 151 fRllRZed b\ Whe ambaVVadRUV WR AQWigXa & BaUbXda, AlbaQia, 
IUelaQd, SSaiQ, PRlaQd, aQd KiUibaWi UeVSecWiYel\ (all VlighWl\ XQXVXal). (See FigXUe 4 belRZ fRU Whe WRS 
30.) AQd Zhile CXi TiaQkai mighW RQl\ be WhUee \eaUV RldeU WhaQ LiX XiaRmiQg, CXi haV 15 \eaUV leVV 
e[SeUieQce. ReSRUWedl\ CXi¶V e[SecWed UeWiUemeQW ZaV SXW RQ hRld dXe WR iQVWabiliW\ iQ WaVhiQgWRQ, D.C. 
XQdeU TUXmS aQd ZaV aVked WR VWa\ lRQgeU.  While LiX¶V ambaVVadRUVhiS iQ Eg\SW mighW be cRQVideUed 15

aQ RXWlieU cRmSaUed ZiWh Whe e[SeUieQceV Rf CXi TiaQkai, LiX XiaRmiQg, aQd YaQg Jiechi, hiV aSSRiQWmeQW 
iQ P\RQg\aQg iV iQcUedibl\ XQiTXe amRQg ChiQa¶V mRVW SURmiQeQW diSlRmaWV aQd WhXV, iW ZRXld QRW be 
VXUSUiViQg if LiX XiaRmiQg ZaV, aW VRme SRiQW, giYeQ mRUe aXWhRUiW\ aQd SeUhaSV eYeQ SURmRWed WR 
FRUeigQ MiQiVWeU XSRQ WaQg Yi¶V UeWiUemeQW. While he VeemV WR SRVVeVV all Whe QeceVVaU\ cUedeQWialV, he 
jXVW ma\ haYe lRVW faYRUabiliW\ dXe WR ChiQa¶V UaSidl\ deWeUiRUaWiQg UelaWiRQVhiS ZiWh Whe U.K. XQdeU hiV 
ZaWch (HXaZei baQQed, fallRXW RYeU HRQg KRQg QaWiRQal VecXUiW\ laZ, deQial Rf XiQjiaQg fRRWage dXUiQg 
liYe iQWeUYieZ, eWc.). 

 
Figure 4 

15 ³TUXmS ViViW SeeV ChiQa¶V US AmbaVVadRU Dela\ ReWiUemeQW.´ 
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BRWh Whe U.S. aQd U.K. aUe cRXQWUieV ZheUe ChiQa W\Sicall\ maiQWaiQV aQ ambaVVadRU fRU a mXch lRQgeU 
SeUiRd WhaQ RWheU cRXQWUieV. The aYeUage ambaVVadRU WeQXUe iV XQdeU 4 \eaUV; CXi TiaQkai haV beeQ 
ambaVVadRU iQ WaVhiQgWRQ ViQce 2013 Zhile LiX XiaRmiQg haV beeQ ambaVVadRU iQ LRQdRQ ViQce 2010.  16

The SUeYiRXV iQcXmbeQW iQ TRk\R, CheQg YRQghXa, VeUYed fRU QeaUl\ a decade fURm 2010 WR 2019. ThiV 
SaWWeUQ iQdicaWeV a SUefeUeQce b\ BeijiQg fRU mRUe lRQg-WeUm VWabiliW\ ZiWh cRXQWUieV ChiQa VeeV aV iWV mRVW 
imSRUWaQW diSlRmaWic UelaWiRQVhiSV. The U.S., U.K., aQd JaSaQ aUe iQ diUecW cRQWUaVW WR Whe RWheU WZR 
cUiWical UelaWiRQVhiSV²RXVVia aQd Whe DPRK Zhich dR QRW fRllRZ WhiV WUeQd Rf haYiQg ambaVVadRUVhiSV 
ZiWh lRQg WeQXUe. The mRVW likel\ UeaVRQ iV Whe diffeUeQce iQ gRYeUQaQce VWUXcWXUe²VladimiU PXWiQ aQd 
Kim JRQg UQ hRld aXWRcUaWic SRZeU iQ XQdemRcUaWic V\VWemV. MRVcRZ aQd P\RQg\aQg¶V UelaWiRQVhiS 
ZiWh BeijiQg iV haQdled mRUe WhURXgh SeUVRQal UelaWiRQVhiSV aQd clRVe eQYR\V (Li ZhaQVhX) UaWheU WhaQ 
WhURXgh ambaVVadRUV. ChiQa¶V UelaWiRQV ZiWh AQglRVSheUe, EXURSe, aQd JaSaQ aUe beVW maQaged WhURXgh 
VWUXcWXUal cXlWiYaWiRQ giYeQ hRZ fUeTXeQWl\ leadeUVhiS WXUQRYeUV haSSeQ. 
 
WheQ iW cRmeV WR Whe number Rf diffeUeQW cRXQWUieV ChiQeVe diSlRmaWV haYe VeUYed iQ, Whe YaVW majRUiW\ 
haYe VeUYed iQ 1, 2, RU 3 cRXQWUieV WRWal, accRXQWiQg fRU 82.8% Rf Whe WRWal (Vee FigXUe 5). 
 

 
Figure 5 

 
OQl\ 14 ambaVVadRUV haYe VeUYed iQ 4 cRXQWUieV, 6 haYe VeUYed iQ 5 cRXQWUieV, 5 haYe VeUYed iQ 6, aQd jXVW 
RQe ambaVVadRU haV VeUYed iQ 7 WRWal cRXQWUieV. ThiV diSlRmaW WhaW VeUYed iQ 7 cRXQWUieV iV DeQg XijXQ, 
cXUUeQW ambaVVadRU WR ASEAN (Vee FigXUe 6). AmbaVVadRU DeQg¶V mRVW UeceQW aSSRiQWmeQW ZaV iQ 
AfghaQiVWaQ, Zhich iV aQ e[amSle Rf a cRXQWU\ ZheUe ChiQa ³WeVWV´ ChiQeVe ambaVVadRUV Rf WheiU 

16 ³TUXmS ViViW SeeV ChiQa¶V US AmbaVVadRU Dela\ ReWiUemeQW.´ 
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³diSlRmaWic Vkill´²VRUW Rf like a WUaiQiQg gURXQd befRUe beiQg mRYed XS WR higheU, mRUe challeQgiQg 
SRVWV. IW haV beeQ cXVWRmaU\ fRU Whe MFA WR URWaWe Whe ChiQeVe ambaVVadRU iQ AfghaQiVWaQ eYeU\ 2 \eaUV 
accRUdiQg WR ChiQeVe VWaWe media, VigQificaQWl\ VhRUWeU WhaQ Whe aYeUage WeQXUe Rf jXVW belRZ 4 \eaUV.  17

 
Figure 6 

 
 
TechQical DeWailV 
IW iV RXU hRSe WhaW WhiV SURjecW cRXld be helSfXl WR Whe U.S. SWaWe DeSaUWmeQW¶V fRUeigQ VeUYice WR beWWeU 
UeVeaUch, XQdeUVWaQd, aQd QegRWiaWe ZiWh WheiU ChiQeVe cRXQWeUSaUWV XViQg daWa YiVXali]aWiRQ. BelRZ aUe 
VRme WechQical deWailV Rf WhiV beWa YeUViRQ. The cRde baVe caQ be WUaQVfeUUed WR WechQical SeUVRQQel fRU 
chaQgeV aQd XSdaWeV (WhURXgh GiWHXb RU RWheU meaQV). CRQVideUiQg Whe YiVXali]aWiRQ SXllV fURm a VWaWic 
daWabaVe WhaW ZaV cRmSiled iQ laWe JXl\, Whe WRRl UeTXiUeV faiUl\ UegXlaU XSdaWeV aQd maiQWeQaQce if iW iV WR 
be UegXlaUl\ XVed aV a WRRl. EYeQ afWeU Whe cRmSleWiRQ Rf daWa cRllecWiRQ, 4 QeZ ambaVVadRU aSSRiQWmeQWV / 
chaQgeV ZeUe made RQ JXl\ 31: QeZ ambaVVadRUV WR EUiWUea, LibeUia, aQd WZR QeZ deSXW\ ambaVVadRUV WR 
Whe UN.  18

 
FURm a WechQical SeUVSecWiYe, Whe 3D glRbe aQd 2D maS aUe iQ SVG (Vcalable YecWRU gUaShicV) fRUmaW. 
jQXeU\ ZaV Whe fRXQdaWiRQal JaYaVcUiSW fUameZRUk ZiWh addiWiRQal SlXgiQV XVed like DaWaTableV (WabXlaU 
YieZ), ChRVeQ (VeaUch / VRUW dURSdRZQ liVWV), aQd MagQific SRSXS & JackBR[ SRSXS (SRSXS ZiQdRZV). 

17 ³挢枰军将卸任中国洊阿富汗大使 两年一换成惯例-搜狐新梊,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 15, 2020, 
hWWS://QeZV.VRhX.cRm/20150924/Q421988646.VhWml. 

18 ³PUeVideQW Xi JiQSiQg ASSRiQWV NeZ AmbaVVadRUV,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 15, 2020, 
hWWSV://ZZZ.fmSUc.gRY.cQ/mfa_eQg/ZjdW_665385/dVUm_665397/W1803738.VhWml. 
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The 3D QeWZRUk RU fRUce-diUecWed gUaSh ZaV adaSWed fURm Whe ZRUk Rf VaVcR AVWXUiaQR, a UX/daWa 
YiVXali]aWiRQ eQgiQeeU iQ SaQ FUaQciVcR.  The liYe TZiWWeU feedV ZeUe embedded XViQg TZiWWeU¶V RZQ 19

³SXbliVh´ feaWXUe.  The daWa iV VWRUed iQ diffeUeQW Za\V: JSON fRUmaW fRU Whe 3D QeWZRUk, a MicURVRfW 20

daWabaVe fRU ZRUk hiVWRU\, aQd JaYaVcUiSW aUUa\V fRU UaSid Sage lRadiQg. DaWa ZaV VRXUced fURm 
e[clXViYel\ SXblic RSeQ VRXUce iQfRUmaWiRQ iQ bRWh EQgliVh aQd ChiQeVe; WhiV iQclXdeV Whe ZebViWe Rf 
eYeU\ RYeUVeaV ChiQeVe embaVV\. EYeU\ effRUW haV beeQ made WR UeWaiQ Whe iQWegUiW\ Rf iQfRUmaWiRQ WhaW 
ZaV VRXUced iQ ChiQeVe aQd VXbVeTXeQWl\ WUaQVlaWed iQWR EQgliVh. BRWh laQgXageV aUe diVSla\ed fRU 
ambaVVadRUV¶ ZRUk hiVWRUieV. 
 
LimiWaWionV & conVideUaWionV foU fXUWheU UeVeaUch and imSUoYemenW 
CRQVideUiQg Whe UeVeaUch ZaV cRmSleWed XQdeU a WhUee mRQWh SeUiRd, Whe WRRl iV QRW bXlleWSURRf, aQd 
SURYided mRUe Wime / UeVRXUceV, ceUWaiQ aVSecWV cRXld be imSURYed. SeYeUal aUe liVWed belRZ. 

- SRme YeU\ Vmall cRXQWUieV aUe QRW YiVible RQ Whe SVG maSV (e.g. SiQgaSRUe, BahUaiQ, MicURQeVia, 
eWc.); WheVe cRXQWUieV caQ RQl\ be fRXQd Yia Whe VeaUch Wable RQ Whe lefW-haQd Vide. 

- FRU VRme ambaVVadRUV, biRgUaShical iQfRUmaWiRQ VimSl\ cRXld QRW be lRcaWed WhURXgh SXblicl\ 
acceVVible iQfRUmaWiRQ. OWheU biRgUaShical accRXQWV ZeUe iQcRQViVWeQW iQ fRUmaW VRmeWimeV 
leadiQg WR miVViQg iQfRUmaWiRQ. 

- SRme miQRU iQcRQViVWeQcieV iQ daWa UeSRUWiQg ma\ accRXQW fRU Vmall eUURUV iQ Whe calcXlaWed fiQal 
VWaWiVWicV, bXW QRW WR a VigQificaQW degUee VR aV WR alWeU Whe fiQal cRQclXViRQV. 

 
AcknoZledgemenWV 
ThaQk \RX WR AmbaVVadRU BXUQV, ZhR eYeQ iQ Whe middle Rf a glRbal SaQdemic aQd e[WUaRUdiQaUil\ bXV\ 
VchedXle, RffeUed ZiWhRXW heViWaWiRQ WR VXSSRUW aQ XQdeUgUadXaWe SURjecW like WhiV.  

19 VaVcR AVWXUiaQR, Vasturiano/3d-Force-Graph, HTML, 2020, hWWSV://giWhXb.cRm/YaVWXUiaQR/3d-fRUce-gUaSh. 
20 ³TZiWWeU PXbliVh,´ acceVVed AXgXVW 14, 2020, hWWSV://SXbliVh.WZiWWeU.cRm/#. 
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